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Did you know:
of kids living in single-parent homes live at, or below, the federal poverty level?

of students who are reading below grade level by third grade will drop out of 
school before graduating?

of kids in school are struggling with an un-diagnosed learning disability but 
don’t qualify for special education assistance in school?

These are the people we work to help, striving to address 

the unmet needs we recognize in our community. What drives our 

board, which includes educators, business owners, psychologists, 

philanthropists, and parents, to do the work we do is our passion to help 

children and to support those that impact their lives. We do this through 

a variety of programs for children and adults to remove barriers to 

education that impede success in school, employment, and the overall 

health of the household. Our goals are to:

• Empower adults to lead healthy families, 

• Fuel productive communities, and 

• Propel students to thrive and succeed.
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Our Stories 

All of the families we’ve served have one thing in common: a desire for a 

better life and better education for their families. They are all resourceful, 

looking for solutions to their unique problems, rather than believing 

nothing can change; and they are all industrious, willing to invest in the 

work necessary to reach a goal. 

These families come to us with a unique story to tell, yet all of them 

face similar obstacles.  The families are one unexpected expense away 

(medical bill, car repair, or home repair) from getting behind in their bills; 

they don’t have family nearby with the resources to help, and they make 

“just enough” to disqualify them from traditional assistance programs OR 

they are already receiving the maximum assistance allowed by traditional 

assistance programs. They don’t have a safety net; they are “unprotected” 

from the threat of poverty.

We believe poverty is a preventable epidemic and that education 

is the key, so we provide funding for the education and work-force 

development needs of financially-struggling families in Western PA.   

We are pleased to provide a bridge toward stability for these families.

For more information, contact us at:
thegroup@ifrgroup.org or call 412.291.1227



Adrienne was funded 
through two of our 
programs—FAP and 
CETAP.  She first came 
to us needing help with 
rent when an unexpected 
death in the family broke 
her monthly budget.  In the 
summer, we helped pay  
for a class she needed  
to graduate as planned  
this December. 

“IFRG helped me when there 

were no other resources 

available. I am SO grateful 

that this organization exists 

and I’ll never forget how they 

helped keep me on the path 

to my degree and a better 

life for me and my son.” 

– Adrienne P.



Grace is a single mom who 
was homeless a few years 
ago when she learned she 
was pregnant. Deciding to 
get her life back on track, 
she enrolls in the social 
work program at Chatham 
University and has a passion 
for helping teens who are 
heading down the wrong 
road. We provided funds 
to help pay her rent so that 
she and her daughter could 
remain in their apartment in 
a safe neighborhood.

I am completely overwhelmed 

with your generosity. I am sure 

you have some idea what 

this means to me but I could 

never accurately convey my 

complete gratitude. Thank 

you so, SO much. 
– Grace & Scotlynne.



These sisters, grades 4 and 5, were enrolled in their 
school’s Title 1 Reading program since 1st grade, but were not making progress.   
Both girls were struggling to read on grade level, dissolved in tears, nightly, doing their 
homework, and the oldest sister’s self-esteem began to suffer; she hated going to 
school.  Mom was told the girls didn’t qualify for any other interventions, so she looked 
outside the district and found us.  With several months of vision and reading therapy, 
the girls started this school year confident and very near grade level in reading.



Families Served 201

Program Funding Continuing Education/Tuition Assistance Program
4 single moms received funding to help pay for tuition, books, and/or  
professional licensing fees.
$9300

Family Assistance Program
3 single moms received rent assistance while attending school full-time;  
2 single moms received funds for emergency car repairs.
$19,000

Learning Support Resource Program
12 students received funding from this program for vision and/or  
reading therapy.
$18,000

Emergency Assistance 
4 single moms received funding from our SOS fund.
$4200

Neighborhoods/ 
School Districts 
Served

Chartiers Valley North Allegheny
Hampton North Hills
Homestead North Side
Homewood Oakland
Kiski Penn Hills
Meadville Pittsburgh
Mt. Lebanon Shaler
New Kensington Woodland Hills

40.6%2 of the single-mother head-of-household families we serve live at 
(or below) the federal poverty level. 

Success Rate 84% of our clients have met or exceeded the goals they set when they 
came to us for help.

1 Some families received funding from more than one program.
2 Excluding the neighborhoods of Hampton, North Allegheny, North Hills, and Mt. Lebanon.
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For more information, contact us at:
thegroup@ifrgroup.org or call 412.291.1227

With gratitude I send our 2016 Annual Report.   
We doubled our reach this year, thanks to generous donors like the 
Allegheny County Medical Society Foundation, People’s Gas, PNC 
Charitable Trust, and individual donors who believe in supporting the 
strengths and talents of those in pursuit of academic excellence.

Since inception IFRG has received a total of 36 applications and 
interviewed 35 families, all of whom came to us via word-of-mouth 
through other nonprofit recommendations or service-provider referrals. 
We have funded 29 of those families, making it possible for 2 single moms 
to stay in school, providing 1 mom with fees for a professional license, 
thereby doubling her hourly wage; helping 7 single moms with rent and 
transportation needs to stay in school, providing 15 hard-working students 
with reading and vision therapy to improve their academic performance, 
their self-esteem, and their production at school; and helping 4 single 
moms with emergency funds through our unadvertised SOS fund.

Our primary focus is making a positive impact that leads to measurable results, 
and with the resources we gain from our partners, we are able to help 
families overcome the income, education, and learning challenges they face.

Thank you, thank you, for supporting our work. – Inger Muhlenkamp | Executive Director


